Introduction
The guiding principle to be developed within this discussion relates to how a synthesis of the theoretical structures provided by Berger and Luckmann (1966) , Honneth (1995) and Hirschhorn (1990) provide a sequential analytic tool to explore the process of becoming an education professional. In doing so, it will show how the main findings from the research, agency and responding to risk and complexity, can in turn be explained in relation to each of these three theories.
The data analysis established two primary assumptions that were derived from the narratives obtained during the early stages of developing an education based professional practice. One of these findings demonstrated the link between how individuals reacted to education settings in the past and how these responses were evident during the process of taking on a new role as an education professional. The second primary assumption highlighted the interaction between the individual and the processes and structures of education settings. From this two themes emerged: one has so far been termed 'agency' , while the other reflects the 'risk and complexity' inherent within education settings. This chapter will initially focus on these two themes in relation to past education experiences and the development of professional education practices.
The theme of 'agency' will first be discussed to provide a more comprehensive understanding of this phenomenon. The agentic response will then be shown to have characteristics that can be mapped on to the theories of the social construction of reality (Berger and Luckmann, 1966), recognition (Honneth, 1995) and social defences (Hirschhorn, 1990) . These three theoretical approaches will be shown to provide a novel and sequenced analytic tool to explore the process of agency. Berger and Luckmann provide a largely abstract and socially orientated perspective, while Honneth offers a more textual opportunity to consider individual actions. The application of Hirschhorn's conception of the social defences enables the unconscious dimension to be considered alongside the anxieties that have formed them. This approach is then replicated on the theme relating to the response to risk and complexity. Again, it will be shown that this response can be described and explored by synthesising the three theoretical approaches.
